Littorally Speaking

Originally published in the Fall 2007 edition of the "Water Column"

Tips for Taking Underwater Photographs
When we wrote to Dennis Roberge to ask if he would
be willing to share some of his tips for taking great
underwater photographs, he replied, with characteristic humility, that he did not object to the idea in
the least, but would have to pass as he did not really
have much to say on subject other than he uses a
good camera and takes lots of photos. Later, when
we met to select the photos for an article featuring
Dennis' work, Dennis began to elaborate upon his newfound passion, and tips began to emerge. We have
presented Dennis’ tips here in the hope of inspiring
others to discover and capture similarly wonderful sights
below the surface of their own favorite watery places.
1.

Wonders Below the Surface
By Roberta Hill
Photos and captions by Dennis Roberge

Use a good quality camera. Dennis uses a Sea and
Sea DX-8000/8000G housing and digital camera with
a 0.6x wide-angle conversion lens (28mm – 80mm
macro zoom). The camera takes very high resolution
(8.2 mega pixel) images, and comes with lots of bells
and whistles including settings to adjust light input,
and the ability to take 30 minute videos.

2.

Take lots and lots of photos. With digital photography,
there is no reason to hold back. Each summer Dennis
typically shoots several thosand photos, deleting those
he is not happy with.

3.

If you are not a SCUBA diver and/or don’t have a
good flash system, stick to depths of less than six feet
where natural light is sufficient to get excellent photo
graphs and the subject matter is easily accessed with,
snorkeling equipment. All of the shots you see here were taken while snorkeling.

Curly-leaf pondweed on West Pond
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4. Be safe! Let boaters know where you are. Dennis
swims with a six-foot-long, day-glow orange, inflatable
raft in tow. The 50-foot tether provides a convenient
place to lash a mesh bag for collecting plant samples.
5. Don’t think you have to have special training or an
artist’s eye to get good photos . When asked about
this, Dennis casually revealed that in fact he really
can’t see much of anything when he is in the water.
He can’t wear his glasses under his mask and until next
year when he gets his prescription dive mask “every
thing is pretty much a blur.” (We can hardly wait tosee what Dennis will do with his craft when he can
actually see what he is doing!)
6.

Little floating bladderwort getting ready to flower.
Mousam Lake

Feed two fish with one worm. In the process of scour
ing the shallows for new subjects to photograph,
Dennis, a Certified Plant Patroller, conducts screening
surveys on many Maine waterbodies.
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A school of sunfish in Horn Pond

t was almost forty years
ago since those first complete, full-color portraits
of planet earth floating in the
vast sea of space were beamed
back to earth by Apollo astronauts. The photos had an
instant and dramatic effect on
many of us who saw them.
They helped us to see, as if
An eel slithers across the bottom of Mousam Lake
for the first time, the wonder,
beauty, and fragility of the
order to allow more space for the images. And one last
planet we thought we knew so well. Not surprisingly, this
thing . . . what you see here is a very small sampling of the
collective sense of awe inspired by the Apollo photos is now
thousands of photos Dennis shot during the summer of
largely credited for kick-starting the environmental move2007. Please click on www.MaineVolunteerLakeMonitors.
ment here in the United States and around the globe.
org/LakeLife to see the photos printed here—all larger, and
Dennis Roberge’s photos of the littoral life in Maine lakes all in full color—as well as dozens more. Enjoy!
have the ability to elicit a similar experience. As lake monitors and plant patrollers we know, perhaps better than most,
the remarkable nature of shallow, sun-filled areas of Maine’s
lakes, ponds and streams. But one’s sense of the beauty,
intricacy, wonder and fragility of these areas is suddenly intensified when one gets a chance to see these areas as a fish,
or a turtle, or a diving bird may see them. As we saw in the
1970’s, such an experience has the power to inspire not only
awe, but action. And though it is too early to know for certain what kind of “movement” may result from the release
of Dennis's amazing photographs, there is little doubt the
potential for a positive and lasting impact is here.
So please sit back for a moment to view these lovely images of life in the “fertile fringe.” Each glimpse is unique,
and each, as you will soon see, speaks eloquently for itself.
Words have been kept to a minimum on these pages in

A dense thicket of fern pondweed in Thomas Pond
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